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Hotel Breeze and Oostzaan win 2019 EZK Energy 

Award 

 

Hotel Breeze and the municipality of Oostzaan have won the 2019 EZK Energy Award. 

The energy-neutral hotel positively distinguished itself both in terms of sustainable 

energy generation and energy saving, and was awarded the 2019 EZK Energy Award 

for Companies. Oostzaan was honoured with the 2019 EZK Energy Award for 

Municipalities due to the success of the town council in driving local business energy-

saving initiatives. 

 

The EZK Energy Award is awarded every year to organisations that stand out in the 

crowd in the way they manage sustainable energy generation and energy saving. This 

year, for the first time, the award was split into an award for companies and one for 

municipalities. 

 

Robin Boer, managing director of Hotel Breeze, was on hand to receive the award and 

a check worth € 25,000 on Thursday 30 January 2020 during the EZK Event in 

Barneveld: Partners in Energy Challenges. Alderman Rosemarijn Dral received the 

honourable award on behalf of the municipality of Oostzaan. The prizes were made 

available by the Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate (EZK). 

 

EZK Energy Award for Earth, Wind & Fire concept at Hotel Breeze 

That Hotel Breeze emerged as the winner of the 2019 EZK Energy Award for 

Companies can be attributed to a combination of the inspirational Earth, Wind & Fire 
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concept, traceability and scale-up options. “They took all three initiatives to the next 

level, outstripping the rest,” according to the jury. Property developer Amstelius B.V. 

implemented the biomimicry concept developed by Ben Bronsema in the hotel on the 

IJmeer. It simulates the natural air conditioning of termite hills. This resulted in a total 

sustainability EPC rating of 0 and a BREAAM Excellent certification. “Don’t always be 

led by what others think,” said hotel manager Robin Boer to fellow entrepreneurs, 

“but take a careful look at what is truly possible.” 

 

See how Hotel Breeze became energy-neutral in this video (URL link) 

 

EZK Energy Award for Oostzaan 

Oostzaan was honoured with the 2019 EZK Energy Award for Municipalities. 

“Oostzaan’s positive contribution to sustainable awareness within the municipality is 

remarkable. The town council achieves its goals by stimulating companies to save 

energy and pro-actively report progress in this respect,” said jury chairman Meindert 

Smallenbroek on behalf of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate. This 

municipality in the province of North-Holland achieves the highest percentage of 

energy-saving initiatives at local companies, more than fulfilling the information 

requirement. 

 

How did they do it? “Primarily due to the high level of commitment at so many 

companies,” said Alderman Rosemarijn Dral. “It helps of course that we have worked 

together from a very early stage; the municipality and its companies have to do it 

together.” All companies within the municipality received a letter before the 

information requirement for energy saving had taken effect. In November 2019, 

companies that had not yet reported on their energy-saving initiatives received a 

reminder. The information and energy-saving requirement have become a regular 

component of every environmental inspection since 1 July 2019. And, not to be 

forgotten, Oostzaan deployed each and every communication channel to draw 

attention to the energy-saving information requirement. 

 

Royal Vopak and Bosch Beton nominated 

The other nominated companies also achieved considerable energy savings. Royal 

Vopak applies a light and flexible rollable solar foil to its storage tanks, thereby 
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generating energy. The foil has been developed by HyET Solar. After a successful pilot 

in Vlaardingen, Vopak would like to research if it can scale up the use of the solar foil, 

within or outside the Netherlands. This would pave the way for an enormous potential 

of sustainably generated energy across the world. 

 

Bosch Beton made its factory even more sustainable by producing concrete retaining 

walls in a clever and clean manner. The new building is built completely according to 

BREEAM standards and the knowledge gained in this process is shared with other 

parties. There are also plans to make various processes even more sustainable. 

 

See how Royal Vopak and Bosch Beton made their companies more sustainable here. 

 

Would you like to know more? 

EZK Event: Partners in Energy Challenges (URL-link) 

EZK 2019 Energy Award (URL-link) 

Commissioned by the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate   
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